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NEW BISPHENOL A STUDY HAS LIMITED CAPABILITY  

TO ASSESS HUMAN HEALTH EFFECTS 

 
ARLINGTON, VA (September 16, 2008) – The American Chemistry Council is aware of a new study on 

bisphenol A published today in the Journal of the American Medical Association that reports a statistical 

association between urinary bisphenol A concentrations and medical disorders in adults.  As with any study, it is 

critically important to understand how the design of a study can limit interpretation of the study findings. 

 

The new study is a statistical analysis that attempts to correlate urinary concentrations of bisphenol A, which 

reflect very recent exposure, with the incidence of cardiovascular disease and diabetes.  However, the onset and 

development of these diseases occurred over time periods well before the bisphenol A exposure measurements 

were made.  Because of this and other inherent limitations, the study is not capable of establishing a cause and 

effect relationship between bisphenol A and these health effects. 

 

The study is primarily useful for generating hypotheses that can be tested with more appropriate experiments or 

analyses.  As noted by the authors of the study, independent replication and follow-up studies are needed to 

confirm their findings and to provide evidence on whether the associations are causal.  Until such work has been 

completed, it is premature to draw any conclusions on human health effects. 

 

“Overall, due to inherent limitations in study design, this new study cannot support a conclusion that bisphenol 

A causes any disease,” stated Steven G. Hentges, Ph.D. of the American Chemistry Council’s 

Polycarbonate/BPA Global Group.  “The weight of scientific evidence continues to support the conclusion of 

governments worldwide that bisphenol A is not a significant health concern at the trace levels present in some 

consumer products.” 

 

The extensive science supporting the safety of bisphenol A has been evaluated by government bodies around the 

world, most recently by the US Food and Drug Administration (FDA).  The draft FDA assessment, which 

reaffirmed the safety of food-contact products containing bisphenol A, will be peer-reviewed by a subcommittee 

of the FDA Science Board on September 16 and is expected to be finalized later this year. 
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The American Chemistry Council (ACC) represents the leading companies engaged in the business of chemistry.  ACC members apply 
the science of chemistry to make innovative products and services that make people's lives better, healthier and safer.  ACC is committed 
to improved environmental, health and safety performance through Responsible Care®, common sense advocacy designed to address 
major public policy issues, and health and environmental research and product testing.  The business of chemistry is a $664 billion 
enterprise and a key element of the nation's economy.  It is one of the nation’s largest exporters, accounting for ten cents out of every 
dollar in U.S. exports.  Chemistry companies are among the largest investors in research and development.  Safety and security have 
always been primary concerns of ACC members, and they have intensified their efforts, working closely with government agencies to 
improve security and to defend against any threat to the nation’s critical infrastructure. 

 


